HUDEFO’s Green Talk Cycle

Textiles and clothing that we casually discard leave a heavy mark on our planet. Globally, the
fashion industry produces around 92 million tonnes of textile waste each year, much of which ends
up in landfills, open dumpsites, or is burned, releasing harmful gases and polluting land, water,
and air. Synthetic fabrics contribute to microplastic pollution, and textile dyeing alone accounts
for a significant portion of industrial water contamination. In Tanzania, limited waste management
infrastructure intensifies the environmental burden of discarded clothes.

To address this growing challenge, HUDEFO organized the Green Talk Cycle webinar on 18
September 2025 under the theme “Strike for Five — Tackling Textile and Fashion Waste.” The
session gathered environmental advocates, youth leaders, community stakeholders, and
eco-entrepreneurs to explore practical solutions for sustainable consumption and circular fashion
practices.

During the webinar, participants engaged in discussions on the environmental, social, and
economic impacts of textile waste. Key topics included the role of fast fashion in increasing waste,
grassroots initiatives for recycling and upcycling, the creation of green jobs for youth and women,
and the urgent need for policy integration of textile waste management. Speakers emphasized
innovation and creativity, showcasing examples of turning old clothes into school bags, mats, and
artistic products. Participants were also introduced to successful eco-friendly businesses in
Tanzania that can be scaled to reduce textile pollution.

The key findings highlighted that textile waste contributes significantly to water pollution,
greenhouse gas emissions, and microplastic contamination. Communities often lack awareness of
the environmental cost of clothing consumption. However, textile recycling and upcycling present
opportunities to create jobs, empower women and youth, and promote sustainable practices. The
session also reinforced that solving this issue requires collective action from individuals,
households, businesses, NGOs, and government bodies.

Over 35 participants joined the session, with many pledging to start small-scale textile waste
initiatives in their communities. The webinar created a platform for networking, knowledge
sharing, and collaboration that will inform future programs linking textile waste reduction to
environmental conservation and sustainable livelihoods.

As World Cleanup Day 2025 approaches, HUDEFO invites donors, partners, and community
members to join this movement. Supporting awareness programs, eco-enterprise training, and
recycling initiatives can transform how communities manage textile waste. Together, we can make
sustainable fashion a responsibility and a path toward cleaner, healthier, and more resilient
communities.



