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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Report of Study on An Assessment of Tanzania’s Legal Framework of Extended Producer
Responsibility and Management of Plastic Waste Pollution
Background

HUDEFO has embarked on that journey together with a team of dedicated individuals from

academia and social justice movements. Prof Hamudi Majamba undertakes this study to examine
the extent to which the legal framework governing management of plastic waste in Tanzania takes
on board the EPR strategy and advise on the way forward in terms of reforms if any. The study is
in the final stages of being completed. This brief provides a synopsis of the main findings and

recommendations that are contemplated.
Executive Summary

The study by HUDEFO sought to analyze the extent to which Tanzania’s legal framework
addresses the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) strategy in the context of tribulations facing
the management of plastic waste pollution management in the country. The methodology applied
for collecting data for the study was primarily desk top. This focused on website searches, review
of literature and examination of international and regional legal instruments relating to EPR and
the management of plastic waste pollution. Court cases that have addressed EPR focusing on EPR
in the context of plastic waste management in different jurisdictions, including Tanzania, were also

reviewed.

Data for the study was also obtained from stakeholders’ consultation workshops and interviews.
The stakeholders were drawn from government departments such as the Vice President’s Office,
Division of Environment, Ministries of Trade and Industries, Agriculture and Fisheries, National
Environmental Management Council (NEMC) and the Prime Minister’s Office (TAMISEMI).
Local Government Officials, the private sector and civil society organization were also
interviewed. Presentations by experts in the EPR field from Kenya and Germany also provide input

for the study.
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The findings of the study that the EPR is a relatively new concept to most government officials
charged with enforcing environmental law. Also, it has been established that the EPR strategy for
the management of plastic waste pollution in Tanzania is not adequately addressed by EMA
although some manufacturers of plastic products have made efforts to implement the strategy. It
has also been established that EMA does not adequately address EPR. However, Regulations made

under EMA for the management of electrical and electronic waste pollution have very elaborate

provisions on EPRs.

The report recommends that the government should hasten the process of incorporating the EPR
strategy into the legal framework for environmental law in general and in the management of
plastic waste pollution, in particular. This should be backed up by constitutional guarantees for
citizens’ right to a clean and healthy environment during the process of reviewing the Constitution.
Further, the reform process should be inclusive, engaging all key stakeholders (including waste
pickers) and draw from good practices from other jurisdictions, taking into account the social,

economic and cultural factors in the context of prevailing in the country.



